82                 Henry of Navarre.              tt555-

lodged in the neighbourhood. It was in the Louvre
itself that the massacre was most odious, if not most
cruel. The Protestant nobles who were sleeping in
the palace had been expressly invited by the King,
and were protected by the duty which he owed to
them as his guests as well as his subjects, by his
honour as a prince and as a gentleman. One by one
they were summoned and cut down by the Swiss
guards under the veiy eyes of the King, who, mad
with the excitement of his crime, himself urged on
the butchery. His victims as they fell reproached
him with his broken faith.

When day dawned the great boll of the Hotel de
Ville summoned the rabble of the city to complete
the slaughter. On the first day the massacre was
chiefly confined to the Huguenot nobles and their
followers. The municipality and the most respect-
able citizens begged the King to put an end to the
.disorders which they said were committed by the
princes and nobles of his Court, and by the dregs of
the populace. Charles IX. asked them to assist in
quelling the riot which he affected to deplore. But
nothing was done, the bloodshed and horrors of the
second and third days outdid the atrocities of the
first. Every evil passion, fanaticism, hate, envy,
lust and avarice raged uncontrolled, in a hideous
scene of anarchy and carnage. Catholic tradesmen
murdered their Huguenot competitors, needy cour-
tiers hounded on the mob to slaughter their credit-
ors, men were killed for their offices, for their houses,
for their wives. But most horrible perhaps was the
ferocity of the mob, of the women and even of the